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Learning Objectives

You will delve into the film’s themes — parent-child relationships, friendship
and nature/culture — and analyse how they are shown.

e You will write summaries and interpretations in both Danish and
English.

e You will investigate Maori myths and discuss the culture
surrounding Taranaki, as well as the legal rights of nature.

¢ You will analyse the cinematic techniques (film language) used:
framing, composition, camera angles, editing, sound and music —
using the Film Glossary.

¢ You will study the film’s dramaturgy: describe the opening of the
film, its conflict, turning points, climax and ending. You will
distinguish between internal and external conflicts and describe the
film’s premise.

¢ You will investigate the film’s genre and argue why it is a coming-of-
age film with elements of road movie and drama.

¢ You will expand your English vocabulary, write a film review and
discuss cultural similarities and differences between New Zealand
and Denmark.

e Learning goals: By the end, you should be able to use film
terminology to analyse plot, themes and devices; write a structured
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synopsis in Danish and English; discuss genre and culture, and use
English to express your opinions and make arguments.

Introduction

The film “The Mountain’ (2024) follows three eleven-year-old children —
Sam, Mallory and Bronco — who set out to climb the sacred mountain of
Taranaki. Sam hopes the mountain can cure her cancer. Mallory is grieving
for his mother, and Bronco, a Maori boy, feels neglected by his father. Over
the course of their journey, they learn about friendship, identity and nature.

Before watching the movie

Alone / in pairs

Read the legend of Taranaki. Write a short summary and explain in
your own words why the mountain left the centre of the island.
Investigate the concepts of ‘tupuna’ (ancestor) and ‘mana’ (spiritual
power) in Maori culture. Discuss how these concepts are shown in
the film.

Research why Taranaki was given legal rights as a person in 2023.
Find examples of other places in the world where nature has legal
personhood.

Find New Zealand on a map and compare its climate and nature
with that of Denmark. Discuss how the nature in New Zealand can
influence stories.

Write three questions you want to find answers to while watching
the film.

Reflect: How does Maori culture differ from your own culture? What
can you learn from watching films from other cultures?

Plot summary

Alone and small groups

Write a summary of the film focusing on the main plot and one
subplot in 5-7 sentences.

Create a news report or vlog in English about the children’s
adventure. Include details of who went, what happened and how
they felt. Use props or drawings if you like.

Write a diary entry or a letter in English from the perspective of
Sam, Mallory or Bronco describing a key moment in the story.

In small groups, design a movie trailer for 'The Mountain’. Decide
which scenes to include, write short captions in English and perform
or film your trailer.
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Themes

In pairs or small groups

e Create a mind map of the film’s themes. Write key words and
phrases in English to show how the film explores the themes of
family, friendship and nature/culture. Include simple quotes if you
can.

o Write a personal reflection in English: Which theme affected you the
most and why? What can we learn from it?

e Choose a photo and describe in English how it represents one of
the themes. Present your analysis to the class.

¢ In small groups, make a short film in English that shows one of the
themes. Write a short script, film it and share it.

OBS: Find fotos (stills) under Sprogopgaver 6.-7. klasse i materialet pa
Filmcentralen.

Parent-child relationship

¢ Analyse how Sam, Mallory and Bronco relate to their parents. What
conflicts arise because of their parents’ choices?

¢ How do the adults’ attitudes and actions change over the course of
the film? Do they give the children more freedom? Discuss in
groups.

o Write a diary entry from Mallory or Bronco’s perspective about their
parents.

OBS: Find klip under Sprogopgaver 6.-7. klasse, Themes, Parent-child
relationship i materialet pa Filmcentralen.

Friendship

o Describe how the friendship between the three children develops.
When do they become friends, and what do they learn from each
other?
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Identify scenes in which they show courage and support. How does
friendship help them handle grief and loss?

Write a poem or a short song that describes friendship in the film (in
English).

Nature/culture

Examine the Maori legend and discuss its significance in the film.
How is Mount Taranaki portrayed as a living ancestor?

Discuss how the film relates to Maori identity and modern New
Zealand. How do the children relate to their culture?

Make a presentation about why Taranaki was given legal rights as a
person and how this is reflected in the film.

Film language

Alone / in pairs

Read about framing, composition, camera angles, editing and
sound in the Film Glossary. Note the key terms and explain them to
a partner.

Analyse the scene below and write a shot-by-shot analysis: What is
the framing like? Which camera angle is used? How does the
camera move? What colours and lighting are predominantly used?
What sound can be heard?

Examine the editing tempo of the film. Are there moments when the
editing speeds up or slows down? How does this affect the mood of
the film?

Analyse how music, natural sounds and silence support the
emotions of the film. Discuss how the Maori language dialogue adds
authenticity.

Film a short scene in small groups, experimenting with a specific
camera angle or sound type, and present your choices to the class.

OBS: Find klip under Sprogopgaver 6.-7. klasse, Film language i materialet
pa Filmcentralen.

Story structure

Alone / in pairs or small groups

Write a synopsis of the film by answering the following questions:
Who is the protagonist? What is the central conflict? What obstacles
does she face? Who helps? Is the conflict resolved?

Draw a narrative curve or plot diagram for the film and place the
scenes on it.

Identify internal and external conflicts for Sam, Mallory and Bronco.
Write examples from the film showing how these conflicts develop.


https://filmcentralen.dk/grundskolen/filmsprog/billedbeskaering
https://filmcentralen.dk/grundskolen/filmsprog/billedkomposition
https://filmcentralen.dk/grundskolen/filmsprog/kameravinkler
https://filmcentralen.dk/grundskolen/filmsprog/klipning
https://filmcentralen.dk/grundskolen/filmsprog/lyd
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Formulate the film’s premise in one sentence. Discuss whether
there may be multiple interpretations. Write a short argumentative
text in English supporting your premise with scenes from the film.
Choose a key scene with a turning point or climax and dramatize it.
Discuss how the dramaturgical choices create suspense.

Film exercise

Theme trailer
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1. Work in groups to create a 45—60 second trailer focusing on
one theme (family, friendship or nature/culture).

2. Write a simple script in English and plan shots using a
storyboard. Mix long shots (to show the setting) and close-
ups (to show feelings).

3. When filming, consider how natural sounds, dialogue and
music will set the mood. Add English captions or a
voice-over to highlight the theme.

4. Edit the trailer (simple cuts or using a phone app) and share
it with the class.

5. After viewing, explain in English how their trailer
communicates the chosen theme and which film techniques
you have used.

Genre

Alone or in pairs

Read the entries for genre, drama, youth film and road movie in the
Film Glossary. Write a short definition of each genre in English.
Discuss which genres 'The Mountain’ combines. Argue that the film
is a coming-of-age drama and a road movie. Use examples from the
film.

Compare 'The Mountain’ with another coming-of-age or youth film
you know. What are the main similarities and differences in themes
and narrative structure?

Write a genre analysis of 'The Mountain’; Evaluate the film’s plot,
characters, location, props, style and themes. Present your analysis
to the class (in English).
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